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General Information 

On October 25, 2017, the fifth wave of data from the 2016 Census of Population was released. This 

document will cover some of the key findings concerning the immigration data that was included in this 

release, focusing on New Brunswick. 

With declining fertility rates, increasing life expectancy, negative net migration rates among younger age 

groups, and an aging baby boom generation, population growth is an extremely important topic in New 

Brunswick. A growing senior population, without the labour force to properly support it, can lead to 

increased strain on the healthcare system and other government programs such as the Canada Pension 

Plan. For this reason, continuing to grow our youth and working-age populations through immigration is 

a top priority for the province. 

'Immigrant' (or foreign-born) refers to a person who is, or who has ever been, a landed immigrant 
or permanent resident. Such a person has been granted the right to live in Canada permanently by 
immigration authorities. Immigrants who have obtained Canadian citizenship by naturalization are 
included in this group. 
 
'Non-permanent residents' includes persons from another country who have a work or study 
permit or who are refugee claimants, and their family members sharing the same permit and living 
in Canada with them. 
 
'Non-immigrant' includes persons who are Canadian citizens by birth. 

 

Overview 

Population 

¶ There were 33,810 immigrants living in New Brunswick in 2016, accounting for 4.6% of the 

province’s population, which represents the third lowest percentage of the provinces and 

territories. In 2011, 3.9% of the province’s population was foreign-born.  

¶ In addition to the immigrants and non-immigrants, there were also 4,360 non-permanent 

residents (NPRs) living in New Brunswick in 2016, representing 0.6% of the total population. This 

was the second lowest percentage of the provinces and territories. In 2011, 0.4% of the 

province’s population were non-permanent residents. 
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¶ 9,325 of the 33,810 immigrants living in New Brunswick had immigrated between 2011 and 

2016i, representing 27.6% of the province’s total immigrant population, and 1.3% of the total 

population. Nationally, 1,212,075 people immigrated to Canada during this same time. 

 

 

Demographics 

¶ As of 2016, 52.2% of the New Brunswick immigrant population was female, in line with the 

52.4% seen at a national level. Of those who immigrated to New Brunswick between 2011 and 

2016, 51.2% were female; nationally, this percentage was 52.0%. 

¶ As of 2016, within the province, the immigrant population was noticeably older than the non-

immigrant population. In 2016, 56.7% of foreign-born New Brunswickers were 45 years or older, 

compared to 50.2% for the non-immigrant population. Furthermore, only 18.3% of the 

province’s immigrant population was under the age of 25, compared to 26.5% of the non-

immigrant population.  
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¶ While the total immigrant population was older than the non-immigrant population, those who 

had immigranted recently (i.e. those who obtained landed immigrant or permanent resident 

status between 2011 and 2016) were consideably younger. As of 2016, more than one in four 

(27.4%) of those who had immigrated to New Brunswick between 2011 and 2016 were under 15 

years old (and 40.8% under the age of 25) and only 4.6% were 55 years or older. 

¶ 54.5% of those who had immigrated to New Brunswick between 2011 and 2016 (5,085 

individuals) were part of the core working-age population (ages 25-54), compared to 45.9% of 

the general foreign-born population, and 38.2% of the non-immigrant population. 
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¶ As of 2016, 36.1% of the foreign-born population in New Brunswick were born in the United 

States or the United Kingdom. 

¶ Of those who immigrated to New Brunswick between 2011 and 2016, 64.4% were born in Asia, 

with China, Syria and the Philippines accounting for 37.1%. 

  

¶ The portion of the New Brunswick foreign-born population that was born in the United 

Kingdom, the United States or Germany was quite old; 55.5% of this population was 55 years or 

older as of 2016. Almost two-thirds (62.0%) of immigrants from these three countries who lived 

in New Brunswick as of 2016 immigrated to Canada before 1981. 
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¶ Of those who immigrated to Canada between 2011 and 2016 from Syria, South Korea, or 

Vietnam, 56.0% were under the age of 25, and 43.3% were between the ages of 25 and 54 (core 

working-age). 

¶ 19.7% of Americans who immigrated to New Brunswick between 2011 and 2016 were 55 or 

older as of 2016. 

 

Sub-Provincial 

¶ In 2016, New Brunswick’s seven CMA/CAs accounted for: 

o 62.0% of the province’s non-immigrant population 

o 73.4% of the province’s non-permanent residents 

o 74.7% of the province’s immigrant population 

o 85.8% of those who immigrated to New Brunswick between 2011 and 2016 

¶ The concentration of immigrants in 2016 was especially high in the province’s three main urban 

areas: Fredericton, Moncton, and Saint John. These three areas alone (which accounted for half 

the province’s total population) accounted for: 

o 68.6% of the province’s non-permanent residents  

o 67.6% of the province’s immigrant population 

o 80.0% of those who immigrated to New Brunswick between 2011 and 2016 
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Population Shares for Select Population Groups by CMA/CA (New Brunswick, 2016) 

CMA/CA 
Total 

Population 

Total 
Immigrant 
Population 

Recent 
Immigrantsii 

Non-
Permanent 
Residents 

Bathurst 4.1% 2.1% 2.0% 0.9% 

Campbellton 1.7% 0.8% 0.9% 0.5% 

Edmundston 3.1% 2.6% 2.1% 2.4% 

Fredericton 13.7% 24.4% 28.2% 22.6% 

Miramichi 3.7% 1.6% 0.8% 1.0% 

Moncton 19.4% 23.5% 30.5% 29.2% 

Saint John 16.9% 19.7% 21.4% 16.7% 

Non-CMA/CA 37.3% 25.3% 14.2% 26.6% 

Total Population 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

 

Population Distributions of Recent Immigrantsii by CMA/CA for Most Common Places of Birthiii  
(New Brunswick, 2016) 

Place of Birth 
Recent 

Immigrants 
Fredericton Moncton Saint John 

Other 
CMA/CA 

Non-
CMA/CA 

China 1,390 33.5% 27.7% 35.6% 2.2% 1.1% 

Syria 1,145 38.9% 23.1% 28.4% 5.2% 4.4% 

Philippines 925 13.0% 30.3% 4.9% 5.9% 45.9% 

South Korea 600 22.5% 43.3% 28.3% 1.7% 4.2% 

United States 580 11.2% 13.8% 21.6% 15.5% 37.9% 

Vietnam 500 44.0% 39.0% 11.0% 3.0% 3.0% 

France 295 5.1% 59.3% 3.4% 18.6% 13.6% 

India 265 20.8% 26.4% 30.2% 0.0% 22.6% 

Iran 255 54.9% 13.7% 31.4% 0.0% 0.0% 

United Kingdom 245 28.6% 12.2% 16.3% 0.0% 42.9% 
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Admission Categories of Recent Immigrants 

Overview 

¶ Of the Of the 9,325 immigrants living in New Brunswick who had immigrated between 2011 and 

2016: 

o 6,070 (65.1%) were economic immigrants  

o 1,245 (13.4%) were immigrants sponsored by families (family class) 

o 1,975 (21.2%) were refugees 

o 35 (0.4%) fell under the “other immigrant” category 

Admission Category Breakdown of Recent Immigrants ii for Most Common Places of Birth 
(New Brunswick, 2016) 

Place of Birth 
Recent 

Immigrants 
Economic Family Class Refugees 

Other 
Immigrants 

China 1,390 94.6% 5.4% 0.0% 0.0% 

Syria 1,145 0.9% 0.9% 98.3% 0.0% 

Philippines 925 84.2% 15.8% 0.0% 0.0% 

South Korea 600 98.3% 1.7% 0.0% 0.0% 

United States 580 25.4% 67.8% 3.4% 3.4% 

Vietnam 500 98.0% 2.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

France 295 86.9% 9.8% 3.3% 0.0% 

India 265 81.8% 14.5% 3.6% 0.0% 

Iran 255 92.3% 3.8% 0.0% 3.8% 

United Kingdom 245 77.1% 22.9% 0.0% 0.0% 

 

'Economic immigrants' includes immigrants who have been selected for their ability to contribute 
to Canada's economy through their ability to meet labour market needs, to own and manage or to 
build a business, to make a substantial investment, to create their own employment, or to meet 
specific provincial or territorial labour market needs. 
 

'Immigrants sponsored by family' includes immigrants who were sponsored by a Canadian citizen or 
permanent resident and were granted permanent resident status on the basis of their relationship 
either as the spouse, partner, parent, grand-parent, child or other relative of this sponsor. The terms 
'family class' or 'family reunification' are sometime used to refer to this category. 
 

'Refugees' includes immigrants who were granted permanent resident status on the basis of a well-
founded fear of returning to their home country.  
 

'Other immigrants' includes immigrants who were granted permanent resident status under a 
program that does not fall in neither the economic immigrants, the immigrants sponsored by family 
or the refugee categories (such as public policy or humanitarian and compassionate cases). 
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Economic Immigrants 

¶ The vast majority (85.3%) of the 6,070 economic immigrants who immigrated to Canada 

between 2011 and 2016 and lived in New Brunswick as of 2016 were provincial nominees, with 

a further 880 coming from federal worker programs, and 10 from federal business programs. It’s 

important to note that while New Brunswick only had 10 federal business program economic 

immigrants, this is not necessarily a sign that there are no entrepreneurs, investors or self-

employed immigrants moving to New Brunswick. Provincial and territorial nominees are divided 

into business applicants and skilled workers; however, disaggregation of this data is not 

available in the Census. 

 

Ψ²ƻǊƪŜǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΩ includes immigrants who have been selected for their ability to meet labour 
market needs. They were assessed on the basis of their skills and work experience, either as skilled 
workers, skilled trades workers or based on their Canadian work experience, including skilled work 
experience and work experience as caregivers. 
 
ΨBusiness pǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΩ includes immigrants who have been selected for their skills and potential to 
own and manage or to build a business, to make a substantial investment, or to create their own 
employment. 
 
ΨProvincial and territorial nomineeǎΩ includes immigrants who have been nominated by a province 
or territory for their ability to contribute to the local economy and meet specific labour market and 
economic development needs. The federal government makes the final selection decision, but each 
participating province and territory determines its own criteria to nominate people who meet their 
labour market and economic development needs. They must have had the intention to reside in the 
province or territory that nominated them. 

 

¶ 68.9% of economic immigrants who immigrated to Canada between 2011 and 2016 and lived in 

New Brunswick as of 2016 were born in Asia; China, Philippines and South Korea accounted for a 

combined 44.2% alone. 

880 10 

5,180 

Worker programs Business programs Provincial and territorial nominees

Admission Category of Economic Immigrants Who Immigrated Canada 
Between 2011 and 2016 (New Brunswick, 2016) 
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¶ Of the 6,070 economic immigrants who immigrated to Canada between 2011 and 2016 and 

lived in New Brunswick as of 2016, 2,245 were principal applicants, while 3,830 were secondary 

applicants (i.e. the family of the principal applicant). 

 

ΨApplicant typeΩ refers to whether an immigrant was identified as the Ψprincipal applicantΩ or 
Ψsecondary applicantΩ on the application for permanent residence. ΨSecondary applicantΩ includes 
immigrants who were identified as the married spouse, the common-law or conjugal partner or the 
dependant of the principal applicant on the application for permanent residence; secondary 
applicants are sometimes also referred to as “spouses and dependents.” 

 

¶ The vast majority (93.5%) of the principal applicant economic immigrants who immigrated to 

Canada between 2011 and 2016 and lived in New Brunswick as of 2016 were between the ages 

of 25 and 54. 

¶ Of the 3,830 secondary applicant economic immigrants who immigrated to Canada between 

2011 and 2016 and lived in New Brunswick as of 2016, 2,355 were between the ages of ages 15-

64 (typical working-age), 1,485 were under the age of 15, and 10 were 65 years or older. 
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Family Class Immigrants 

¶ The vast majority (83.5%) of family class immigrants who immigrated to Canada between 2011 

and 2016 and lived in New Brunswick as of 2016 were sponsored spouses or partners. 

¶ 61.0% of family class immigrants who immigrated to Canada between 2011 and 2016 and lived 

in New Brunswick as of 2016 were between the ages of 25 and 54 (core working-age). For 

comparison, 54.5% of all recent immigrantsii, and 38.2% of the non-immigrant population were 

part of the province’s core-working age population as of 2016. 

 

¶ In terms of place of birth, the United States accounted for the largest share (32.1%) of recent 

family class immigrants in New Brunswick as of 2016. 
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Refugees 

¶ Almost all (1,815) of the 1,975 refugees who immigrated to Canada between 2011 and 2016 and 

lived in New Brunswick as of 2016 were government-assistant resettled refugees (with privately 

sponsored refugees and individuals who applied for refugee status while in Canada accounting 

for the majority of the remaining 160 refugees). The majority of recent refugees in New 

Brunswick were born in Syria. 

 

¶ Refugees that immigrated to Canada between 2011 and 2016 and lived in New Brunswick as of 

2016 were quite young, with almost one in two (47.1%) under the age 15, and 65.8% under the 

age of 24. 
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Sub-Provincial 

¶ As of 2016, the distribution of recent economic immigrants across CMAs, CAs and non-CMA/CA 

areas of the province was similar to that of the general population. 

¶ A significant portion (30.6%) of recent family class immigrants were living in non-CMA/CA parts 

of the province in 2016. 

¶ Almost all recent refugee immigrants in the province were living in Fredericton, Moncton or 

Saint John in 2016. 

Population Distributions of Recent Immigrantsii by CMA/CA for Each of the Four Admission 
Categories (New Brunswick, 2016) 

CMA/CA 
All Recent 
Immigrants 

Economic 
Immigrants 

Family Class Refugees 

Bathurst 2.0% 1.9% 3.2% 1.8% 

Campbellton 0.9% 0.7% 3.2% 0.0% 

Edmundston 2.1% 1.8% 2.8% 2.5% 

Fredericton 28.1% 28.4% 16.1% 35.2% 

Miramichi 0.7% 0.7% 2.0% 0.0% 

Moncton 30.4% 32.5% 22.6% 28.9% 

Saint John 21.4% 20.0% 19.4% 27.3% 

Non-CMA/CA 14.4% 14.0% 30.6% 4.3% 

New Brunswick 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
 

Educational Attainment 

Highest Level of Education 

¶ 71.3% of the province’s immigrant population between the ages of 25 and 64 had some form of 

post-secondary education as of 2016, compared to 56.8% for the non-immigrant population. 

This represents 14,405 immigrants between the ages of 25 and 64 with a post-secondary 

education. 
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Educational Attainment for the Immigrant and Non-Immigrant Populations  
(Ages 25-64, New Brunswick, 2016)  

Highest Level of Education Non-immigrants Immigrants 
Immigrated 

Between  
2011 and 2016 

No Certificate, Diploma or Degree 14.2% 8.2% 10.9% 

High School or Equivalent 29.0% 20.5% 16.4% 

Post-Secondary 56.8% 71.3% 72.8% 

   Apprenticeship or Trades Certificate 9.6% 6.8% 4.4% 

   College 26.5% 20.6% 14.5% 

   University - Below Bachelor Level 1.8% 4.3% 6.9% 

   University - At Or Above Bachelor Level 19.0% 39.6% 47.1% 

 

¶ 72.8% of immigrants between the ages of 25 and 64 who immigrated to Canada between 2011 

and 2016 and were living in New Brunswick as of 2016 had some form of post-secondary 

education (compared to 74.4% nationally), with the majority having a university education at 

bachelor level or above. In terms of absolutes, this represents 3,895 recent immigrants between 

the ages of 25 and 64 with a post-secondary education in the province, including 2,520 with a 

university education at bachelor level or above. 

¶ 79.2% of immigrants between the ages of 25 and 64 who immigrated to Canada between 2011 

and 2014 (rather than 2016) and lived in New Brunswick as of 2016, 79.2% had a post-secondary 

education, compared to 74.6% nationally.  

 

¶ 88.2% of recent principal applicant economic immigrants between the ages of 25 and 64 in the 

province had some form of post-secondary education in 2016. This percentage was 83.2% for 

secondary applicants (spouses and dependents) in this age range. 

¶ Only one third (33.3%) of recent refugee immigrants between the ages of25 and 64 in the 

province had at least a high school education (20.5% with a high school education, and 12.9% 

with a post-secondary education) as of 2016. 
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Educational Attainment of Recent Immigrants by Admission Category (Ages 25-64, New Brunswick, 
2016)  

 Economic Immigrants       

Highest Level of Education 
Principal 

Applicants 
 Secondary 
Applicants 

Family 
Class 

  Refugees 

No Certificate, Diploma or Degree 1.6% 1.2% 8.7% 65.9% 

High School or Equivalent 10.0% 15.3% 32.0% 20.5% 

Post-Secondary 88.2% 83.2% 58.1% 12.9% 

    Apprenticeship or Trades Certificate 4.1% 4.4% 4.7% 3.8% 

    College 13.4% 18.1% 16.3% 6.1% 

    University - Below Bachelor Level 7.0% 9.7% 6.4% 0.0% 

    University - At or Above Bachelor Level 63.7% 51.1% 30.8% 3.0% 

Total 2,205 1,605 860 660 

 

Major Fields of Study 

¶ In 2016, engineering, foreign languages, literatures and linguistics, and English language and 

literature/letters were relatively much more common major fields of study among recent 

immigrants compared to the non-immigrant population. On the other hand, while education, 

mechanic and repair technologies and construction trades were very common major fields of 

study among the non-immigrant population, these areas were much less common among recent 

immigrants (and the immigrant population as a whole). 

Most Common Major Fields of Study for the Immigrant and Non-Immigrant Populations (New 
Brunswick, 2016)  

Immigrant Population 
Recent Immigrants 

(Immigrated Between 2011 and 
2016) 

Non-Immigrant Population 

Business Business Business 

Health Engineering Health 

Engineering Health Education 

Computer and information 
sciences and support services 

Computer and information 
sciences and support services 

Mechanic and repair 
technologies 

Education Education Construction trades 
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Labour Force Statistics 

Note to Readers: The reference week for most of the Census’ labour force statistics was Sunday, May 1, 

2016 to Saturday, May 7, 2016, with some early enumeration for remote, isolated parts of the provinces 

and territories taking place in February, March and April. 

Overview 

The labour force is composed of all individuals that are at least 15 years old and are either 
employed or unemployed (available and actively looking for work). 
 
ΨtŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŀǘŜΩ represents the labour force as a percentage of the population aged 15 or 
higher. 
 
Ψ¦ƴŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ǊŀǘŜΩ represents the number of unemployed as a percentage of the labour 
force. 

 

¶ Of the 30,470 working-age immigrants living in New Brunswick as of 2016, 17,965 were in the 

labour force (16,435 employed and 1,530 unemployed). 

¶ In 2016, the participation rate among immigrants living in New Brunswick was 59.0%, compared 

to 61.7% for the non-immigrant population. For those ages 15 to 64, the participation rate for 

the New Brunswick immigrant population was 72.9%, compared to 76.0% for the non-immigrant 

population. 

¶ The unemployment rate for the province’s immigrant population was 8.5% in 2016 (7.7% 

nationally), compared to 11.3% for the province’s non-immigrant population.  
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Labour Force Statistics for the Immigrant and Non-Immigrant Populations (New Brunswick, 2016) 

 
Immigrant Non-Immigrant 

Working-Age Population 30,470 586,020 

   Not in the Labour Force 12,510 224,610 

   Labour Force 17,965 361,415 

      Employed 16,435 320,535 

      Unemployed 1,530 40,880 

Participation Rate 59.0% 61.7% 

Employment Rate 53.9% 54.7% 

Unemployment Rate 8.5% 11.3% 

 

¶ In 2016, compared to the province’s overall immigrant population, recent immigrants had a 

lower participation rate (58.8%) and a higher unemployment rate (13.0%). This is likely in large 

part influenced by factors such as: age, admission category (e.g. economic immigrant versus 

refugee) and period of immigration (e.g. recent immigrants, especially those who immigrated in 

2015 or 2016, may not be fully integrated into the labour market). 

 
 

Labour Force Statistics by Period of Immigration (New Brunswick, 2016) 

 
Before 2000 2001 to 2010 2011 to 2016 

Working-Age Population 17,250 6,435 6,790 

   Not in the Labour Force 8,075 1,645 2,795 

   Labour Force 9,185 4,790 3,995 

      Employed 8,560 4,405 3,475 

      Unemployed 630 385 520 

Participation Rate 53.2% 74.4% 58.8% 

Employment Rate 49.6% 68.5% 51.2% 

Unemployment Rate 6.9% 8.0% 13.0% 

 

¶ The participation rate of recent, principal applicant, economic immigrants in New Brunswick as 

of 2016 was 81.5%, (86.9% nationally), while the unemployment rate was 7.7% (8.3% 

nationally). 
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¶ While labour force statistics for primary applicant economic immigrants in the province were 

fairly in line with national figures, recent secondary applicant economic immigrants compared 

less favourably. In 2016, recent secondary applicant immigrants in the province had a 51.6% 

participation rate, compared to 62.8% nationally, and an unemployment rate of 17.4%, 

compared to 14.1% nationally. 

¶ Refugees who had immigrated to New Brunswick recently (between 2011 and 2016) had a 

participation rate of 20.6% at the time of the Census, and an unemployment rate of 39.5%. 

Nationally, recent refugees had an unemployment rate of 18.1% and a participation rate of 

48.1%. 

Labour Force Statistics for Recent Immigrants by Admission Category (New Brunswick, 2016)  

 Economic Immigrants       

 
Principal 

Applicants 
 Secondary 
Applicants 

Family 
Class 

  Refugees 

Working-Age Population 2,240 2,345 1,125 1,045 

   Not in the Labour Force 415 1,140 390 830 

   Labour Force 1,825 1,210 735 215 

      Employed 1,680 1,000 655 125 

      Unemployed 140 210 80 85 

Participation Rate 81.5% 51.6% 65.3% 20.6% 

Employment Rate 75.0% 42.6% 58.2% 12.0% 

Unemployment Rate 7.7% 17.4% 10.9% 39.5% 

 

Sub-provincial 

¶ At the time of the Census, recent immigrants living in the Fredericton CA (census agglomeration) 

had a higher unemployment rate and a lower participation rate than those living in the Moncton 

or Saint John CMA (census metropolitan areas). This is likely largely related to the admission 

categories of immigrants living in these areas (of each of these CMA/CA’s respective recent 

immigrant population, Fredericton had proportionally more refugees and proportionally fewer 

principal applicant economic immigrants), along with several other previously discussed factors.  

Similarly, in non-CMA/CA parts of the province where there were relatively fewer refugee 

immigrants, and a relatively greater number of principal applicant economic immigrants, the 

unemployment rate among the recent immigrant population was relatively low and the 

participation rate was relatively high. 
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Labour Force Statistics for Recent Immigrants by CMA/CA (New Brunswick, 2016)  

 Fredericton Moncton Saint John 
Other 

CMA/CA 
Non-

CMA/CA 

Working-Age Population 1,930 2,030 1,385 395 1,050 

   Not in the Labour Force 1,000 720 675 110 290 

   Labour Force 925 1,315 705 290 760 

      Employed 760 1,160 615 240 700 

      Unemployed 165 155 90 45 65 

Participation Rate 47.9% 64.8% 50.9% 73.4% 72.4% 

Employment Rate 39.4% 57.1% 44.4% 60.8% 66.7% 

Unemployment Rate 17.8% 11.8% 12.8% 15.5% 8.6% 

 

Income Statistics 

Income 

¶ The New Brunswick immigrant population had a median individual total income of $28,978 in 

2015. This was the ninth highest median among the provinces and territories, and was slightly 

below the national average. 

¶ In 2015, New Brunswick immigrants as a whole were earning slightly less than the province’s 

non-immigrant population. Median individual total income for New Brunswick immigrants was 

$2,227 lower than the non-immigrant population in 2015; this gap was noticeably smaller than 

the gap seen at a national level ($6,537). 

¶ It’s important to note however that each province’s immigrant population may be very 

different, not only from one another, but also to the non-immigrant population. Factors such as: 

age, admission category (e.g. economic immigrant versus refugee) and period of immigration 

(e.g. more recent immigrants may not be fully integrated into the labour market) significantly 

influence immigrant income statistics. In the case of provincial nominees, since this group 

consists of immigrants who were nominated by the provinces/territories themselves,  the 

unique labour market needs of each specific provinces and territory will also heavily influence 

immigrant income statistics. Another factor that may influence these numbers significantly is 

the fact that immigrants who immigrated to Canada between 2015 and 2016 are included, and 

with income data taken from 2015 administrative data, these individuals may not have a 

complete year of applicable income.  
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Total income is the sum of income from all sources before taxes are deducted. It can be broken 
down into two major categories: market income (e.g. employment income, investment income, 
private retirement income, etc.) and government transfers (e.g. Old Age Security Pension, Canadian 
Pension Plan, Employment Insurance, child benefits, etc.) 
 

Employment Income is the sum of all income received as wages, salaries and commissions from 
paid employment and net self-employment income from farm or non-farm unincorporated 
business and/or professional practice during the reference period. 

 

  

 

¶ Core-working age New Brunswickers who had immigrated to Canada before 2001 had similar 

median individual total income levels to the non-immigrant population. Median individual total 

income levels of those who have immigrated more recently are noticeably lower than the non-

immigrant population, especially for those who immigrated between 2011 and 2014. This is 

likely in part due to recent immigrants not having fully integrated into the labour market yet. It 

may also be a case that many of those who immigrated to the province before 2011 (or 2006) 

and did not achieve favourable labour market outcomes have since moved elsewhere, causing 

the median income levels of the remaining immigrant population to be higher relative to those 

of more recent immigrants. Other factors such as language skills, education, and government 

programs would have a significant impact on the type of jobs, and in turn the income levels, that 

recent immigrants have. 
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¶ 78.0% of the core working-age immigrant population had employment income in 2015, 

compared to 88.7% of the core working-age non-immigrant population; this percentage was 

much higher for those who immigrated before 2011 (85.1%).  

  

Low Income 

¶ According to the LIM-AT low income thresholds, in 2015, low income was extremely prevalent 

for non-permanent residents (46.5%) and recent immigrants (56.8%). Low income prevalence 

for non-permanent residents and immigrants under the age of 18 was incredibly high in 2015. 

61.2% of non-permanent residents under the age of 18 were living in low income in 2015, 

compared to 71.0% for recent immigrants and 21.0% for non-immigrant children.  

¶ It is worth nothing that since these thresholds are based on income levels from income tax data 

in 2015, these prevalence rates are likely affected by portions of these groups not having a 

complete year of applicable income for 2015 (e.g. if someone starting living in Canada in 

September 2015 then they would only have taxable income for four months of the year). 

The After-tax Low-Income Measure (LIM-AT) is a threshold representing a fixed percentage (50%) 
of median adjusted household after-tax income, where “adjusted” indicates that household needs 
are taken into account. In 2015, according to LIM-AT, a household of four with an after-tax income 
of under $44,266 (or a person living alone with an after-tax income under $22,133) was considered 
to be living in low income. 
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NPRs = Non-permanent residents 

                                                           
i
Includes immigrants who landed in Canada on or prior to May 10, 2016. 
ii
 “Recent Immigrants” refers to those who immigrated to Canada between 2011 and 2016 

iii
 “Most common” in this situation refers to countries where the greatest number of immigrants who immigrated 

to New Brunswick between 2011 and 2016 were born. 
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